Historien om Ulrich Wedich Wasmuth’s selvmordm av Per Rønneberg Brenmes

Ulrich Wedich Wasmuth (1756 – 1801) skal angivelig ha druknet seg i Karnesfjorden. Det fortelles at det kom opp at han hadde vært delaktig i et mord. Det er til min kunnskap ingen kilder som kan stadfeste dette. 

Dette mordet som Ulrich skal ha vært delaktig, i var på en toller fra Stavanger som muligens var på embetsreise i Lyngen. Historien forteller at denne tolleren skal ha stukket av med pengekassen til Ulrich. Pengene lå etter det historien forteller i en hul gullforgylt stav. Tolleren ble senere funnet død og Ulrich ble beskyldt for å ha tatt livet av ham. Om Ulrich virkelig var delaktig i mordet vites ikke, men beskyldningen gikk så sterkt inn på ham at han hoppet ut for kaien på Karnes og tok livet av seg.

Historien om Ulrich’s selvmord er tilforlatelig og lett å tro på. Men begikk nå Ulrich selvmord eller var det bare et rykte som ble satt ut om ham? Ja, spørsmålene kan bli mange og er ikke alltid lett å svare på. Som sagt: Det finnes til min kunnskap ingen kilder som bekrefter selvmordet. Derimot er det en kilde som sannsynliggjør at han ikke begikk selvmord. Denne kilden er kirkeboken for Lyngen (1785-1821). I den finner vi Ulrich innført. Etter kirkeboken er han ”jordfestet” i koret 29.4.1801. Det er nettopp innføringen i kirkeboken som forteller meg at han med stor sannsynlighet ikke begikk selvmord. I de tider ville en person som døde for egen hand, hverken blitt innført i kirkeboken eller blitt begravet i vigslet jord. 

Historien om Ulrich’s selvmord slutter ikke her. Det gjenstår å se i tingbøker etter eventuelle forhør i saken om mordet på tolleren, men det blir en annen historie.

The story about Ulrich Wedich Wasmuth’s suicide. By Per Rønneberg Brenmes

Ulrich Wedich Wasmuth (1756 – 1801 ) – by what the story tells – probably died by his own hand by drowning himself in Karnesfjorden. This story tells us that Ulrich may have participated in a murder. There isn’t, to my knowledge, any sources that prove this story.

This is the murder that Ulrich was  supposed to have perpetrated. The murdered person was an official from Stavanger. This official was a Customs Officer who was probably in Lyngen in connection with his Office. This story tells us that this murdered Customs Official left Lyngen and took Ulrich’s money with him. Ulrich kept his money in a hollow stick covered with gold. Later, when the official was found murdered, they accused Ulrich of the murder.  To my knowledge, Ulrich was not responsible for the crime, but he took the accusation so hard that he jumped into the sea and drowned himself.

The story of Ulrich’s suicide is easy to believe. But the question is: Did Ulrich commit suicide or was it simply a rumour?  There are many questions that are not easy to answer.  Again, there are not, to my knowledge, any sources that prove the story about Ulrich’s suicide.  To the contrary, the Church Book for Lyngen (1785 – 1821) is a source that in my opinion “proves” that Ulrich didn’t commit suicide. In the Church Book, we find that Ulrich is listed as being buried on inside the church on 29 Apr 1801. This listing tells me that he probably did not commit suicide. At that time, a person who died by his own hand would not be listed in the Church Book, nor would he have been buried in the church.

The story about Ulrich’s suicide doesn’t end here. There is still work to do, but that is another story
